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Myles Standish Monument in Duxbury. Editor's note:
This is the third part of a new series exploring
Duxbury*s roots. Last week's story focused on how
Myles Standish, one of the best known of Duxbury' s
first English settlers, dealt with Native Americans in
order to help the Plymouth colony survive. In part three,
the story looks at how Standish came to Duxbury and
how he made history even after death.

In 1624, Myles Standish remarried to Barbara Mullins
and they had seven children. At this time, he was still on
active duty for the colony and in 1625, when a group of

English settlers lead by Thomas Morton, came to what is now Quincy in a spot officially called
"Mount Wollaston" at the time, but nicknamed "Merrymount," another problem ensued for
Standish.

The men of Merrymount drank openly and often, didn't go to church, built a Maypole and sold
weapons to Native Americans. The Pilgrims found this behavior dangerous and in 1628,
Bradford, particularly concerned by the sale of weapons to the Native Americans, sent Standish
up to Merrymount to arrest Morton.

Word had gotten out about this and when Standish got there, Morton and several men were
barricaded in a building, drinking heavily. Morton aimed a gun at Standish, but Standish grabbed
the weapon from his hands and took him back to Plymouth. Morton was sent back to England
after that. He wrote a book later in life, the "New English Canaan'* and referred to Standish as
"Captain Shrimp"' and said he found the Massachusetts Indians more humane than the Christians.

Coming to Duxbury Plymouth colony seemed to always be in debt to the London firm that
financed them, the Merchant Adventurers. The colonists wanted desperately to renegotiate the
debt.

In 1627, Standish became one of the leading settlers (there were 12) to assume the colony's
outstanding debt in exchange for freedoms in trade and land ownership. Several of the families
decided to take on the debt so the colony could thrive. Large farm lots were parceled out to
colonists in the towns that arc now Plymouth, Kingston, Duxbury and Marshfield. Standish
received 120 acres in Duxbury and built a house and settled there in 1628.

He was given power of attorney by the Council of New England in 1630 by the Council of New
England to oversee the transfer of land rights to the Plymouth Colony.

Standish was elected treasurer six times afterward.








